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those patents to ZirChrom Separations, a
company founded by Carr and a former
graduate student to manufacture the zirconia-based chromatographs. According to
Clayton McNeff, ZirChrom’s vice president
and director of research, most of the company's sales are to large pharmaceutical corporations like Novartis.
ZirChrom also has earned state and federal research grants to develop the technology further. With that funding, the company
is sponsoring a collaboration with McCormick to discover ways to improve the
raw colloidal materials used to create the
zirconia. Another grant supports a joint
project with Subramanian to develop techniques for purifying monoclonal IgG antibodies and other larger molecules.
Future University-industry collaborations are inevitable, says Carr.
“The biotechnology applications alone
[for this new technique] are staggering,” he
says. “We've only just begun exploring the
possibilities.” n
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FOR MORE INFORMATION visit the Biological
Process Technology Institute web site at
http://biosci.cbs.umn.edu/bpti
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